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Roadmap  

Week 34: 8/20-8/26 
 
¥ Esther 8:1-10:3 
¥ Job 1:1-22:30 
¥ 1 Corinthians 12:27-16:24 
¥ 2 Corinthians 1:1-1:11 
¥ Psalms 37:1-40:17 
¥ Proverbs 21:23-22:4 
 
 

Esther and Job                              Author: ________  Genre: _________ 
 

Bible Era1 Key Person Location Books/Theme 

Return Ezra Jerusalem Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther:  Ezra leads the people back from 
exile to rebuild Jerusalem. 

          W 
Week 34:  One Year Bible Readings in Esther and Job2 

8/20 Esther 8:1-10:3 - A decree to help the Jews 
The Jews are Delivered 
- The victory of the Jews and the festival of Purim 
- The greatness of Xerxes and Mordecai 

8/21 Job 1:1-3:26 Job is Tested 
- Prologue 
- Job's first and second test  
- Job's three friends share his anguish 
Three Friends Answer Job 
First round of discussion 
- Job's first speech 

8/22 Job 4:1-7:21 - Eliphaz's first response to Job 
- Eliphaz's response continues 
- Job's second speech: a response to Eliphaz 
- Job cries out to God 

8/23 Job 8:1-11:20 - Bildad's first response to Job 
- Job's third speech: a response to Bildad 
- Job frames his plea to God 
- Zophar's first response to Job 

8/24 Job 12:1-15:35 - Job's fourth speech: a response to Zophar 
- Job wants to argue his case with God 
- Job asks how he has sinned 
Second round of discussion 
- Eliphaz's second response to Job 

8/25 Job 16:1-19:29 - Job's fifth speech: a response to Eliphaz 
- Job continues to defend his innocence 
- Bildad's second response to Job 
- Job's sixth speech: a response to Bildad 

8/26 Job 20:1-22:30 - Zophar's second response to Job 
- Job's seventh speech: a response to Zophar 
Third round of discussion 
- Eliphaz's third response to Job 

 

Look at Esther 9. What national day of celebration do you enjoy the most? What makes it so special?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reflect on Job 17. We all have our moments when we fly so high Òwe scrape the ceilingÓ or feel so sad someone has 
to Òscrape us off the floorÓ. What two such scraping experiences have you had recently? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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1 and 2 Corinthians                           Author: ________  Genre: _________ 

W 
Week 34:  One Year Bible Readings in 1 and 2 Corinthians2 

8/20 1 Corinthians 
12:27-13:13 

Instruction on public worship (contÕd) 
- Love is the greatest 

8/21 1 Corinthians 
14:1-17 

- The gifts of tongues and prophecy 

8/22 1 Corinthians 
14:18-40 

- The gifts of tongues and prophecy (cont'd) 
- A call to orderly worship 

8/23 1 Corinthians 
15:1-28 

Instruction on resurrection 
- The resurrection of Christ 
- The resurrection of the dead 

8/24 1 Corinthians 
15:29-58 

- The resurrection body 

8/25 1 Corinthians 
16:1-24 

- The collection for Jerusalem 
- Paul's final instructions 
- Pauls final greetings 

8/26 2 Corinthians 1:1-
11 

Paul Explains His Actions 
- God offers comfort to all 

 
Look at 1 Corinthians 15. What is the most comforting thing here for you as you consider the reality of your own 
death? What here is the hardest thing for you to understand? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Favorite Verse:  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Favorite Psalm and/or Proverb:  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Old Testament 

Introduction to Job 
 
 
ÒIn the course of facing, questioning and respecting suffering, Job finds himself 
in an even larger mysteryÑ the mystery of God. Perhaps the greatest mystery 
in suffering is how it can bring a person into the presence of God in a state of 
worship, full of wonder, love and praise. Suffering does not inevitably do that, but 
it does it far more often than we would expect. It certainly did that for Job. Even 
in his answer to his wife he speaks the language of an uncharted irony, a dark 
and difficult kind of truth: Ò We take the good days from GodÑ why not also the 
bad day?Ó    

 
- Eugene Peterson, The Message 

 
 
Job:  The justice of God in the light of human suffering. 
 
Type: Poetry 
 

 
 
Author: Unknown 

 
Date: 10th Century B.C. 
 
Content:   This long narrative poem deals with one of the deepest problems of man: How do we explain 

sin and suffering, if there exists a God powerful enough to do something about them? The 
book begins with the suffering of Job being given three sets of speeches by some friends of 
his: Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, each of whom tries to explain JobÕs misery in a different way. 
A fourth man, Elihu, tries to summarize the situation, offering yet another explanation of why 
Job was suffering. Finally, the Lord himself speaks to Job, and Job recognizes that we do not 
so much need ÒanswersÓ to lifeÕs problems, as we need God himself. Job is then healed and 
given material and spiritual blessings far beyond his former state.  

 
Theme: The mystery that surrounds human existence and the need to trust in God runs throughout the 

book. Mankind simply does not have enough knowledge to explain why things happen the way 
they do. It is possible to rise above our limitations by faith in God, however, because God does 
know why everything happens and will work good for those who love him. We may thus learn 
the profound truth that when we have nothing left but God, God is enough. 3 

 
Key Passages: !  8/21 Ð Job Tested, Job 1:1-2:13 
 !  9/1 Ð Job Restored, Job 42:1-17 
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New Testament 

Introduction to 2 Corinthians 
 
ÒBecause leadership is necessarily an exercise of authority, it easily shifts into 
an exercise of power.  But the minute it does that, it begins to inflict damage 
on both the leader and the led.  Paul, studying Jesus, had learned a kind of 
leadership in which he managed to stay out of the way so that the others could deal with God without 
having to go through him.  All who are called to exercise leadership in whatever capacityÑ parent or 
coach, pastor or president, teacher or managerÑ can be grateful to Paul for this letter, and to the 
Corinthians for provoking it.Ó 

- Eugene Peterson, The Message 
 
 
2 Corinthians: Restoration of the second temple and revival of the people, providing a legacy of     
                         leadership principles. 
 
Type:       Pauline Epistles 
 

 
 
Author: Paul the Apostle 

 
Date: 57 A.D. 
 
Content:   PaulÕs earlier letter to the Corinthians had not settled all of the problems.  It had some good 

effect on them but much more remained to be done.  In particular, Paul had to settle the 
problem concerning his own authority.  Deep suspicions had been aroused concerning him, 
for what reasons we do not fully understand, but in great anguish Paul writes to reestablish his 
own apostolic authority.  He also attempts to deal with some more practical matters, like 
supporting the poor believers elsewhere. 

 
Theme: Triumph over adversity is seen throughout this letter.  It is a very personal one, written by one 

who loved his people but had been deeply wronged by them.  As Paul catalogs the 
experiences of his life and the nature of the Christian ministry, it is possible to see the grace of 
God at work, bringing good from evil.  Satan is active, seeking to destroy GodÕs work, but God 
is greater still, establishing those who trust in Him. 

 
Key Passages:  !   8/30 - Ambassadors of Christ, 2 Corinthians 4:1-6:2 
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